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(c)	If we view it as our interest to render support to the British
Empire in this period which is vital to it (and it is my emphatic
conception that such is the case), it behooves us by every means to
keep conditions in the Pacific in statu quo at least until the issue of
the European war has been decided.   This cannot be done, in my
view, nor can our interests any longer receive their full and proper
protection,   merely by   expressing   our   disapproval   and carefully
placing it on record.  Japan, it is apparent, has been restrained from
dealing more high-handedly with the interests of the United States
only by respect for the potential power of our country.   With equal
clearness it follows that to the extent to which Japan has disregarded
our rights, it has done so in precise proportion to the measure of its
conviction that the use of that power would not be allowed by the
American people.   If that conviction is once undermined, it may be
that the effectiveness of diplomacy will again return.
(d]	If, by a firm policy, we can maintain conditions in the Pacific
in statu quo until such time as Britain may  be successful in the
European war, Japan will be confronted with a situation which will
render it impossible for the present outlook of opportunism to remain
dominant.   At that time it might be feasible to set about a readjust-
ment of the entire problem of the Pacific to the permanent benefit
both of the United States and of Japan—on a just basis.   Until the
time when a thorough-going regeneration of outlook takes place in
Japan, only a show of force, coupled with the intention to utilize
it if necessary, can effectively conduce to the attainment of such an
outcome, as well as to the future security of the United States.
In view, therefore, of actual conditions here in Japan, and the
present outlook, it is my belief that the time has arrived when a
continuance of the use of patience and restraint by the United
States may and probably will tend to render relations between the
United States and Japan increasingly uncertain. I cherish the hope
that, if the Japanese Government and people can be brought to
believe that they are overplaying their hand, eventually the
pendulum will swing the other way, at which time it will be possible
to reconstruct good relations between our country and Japan. To
me the alternative appears hopeless.
My heart is heavy as I close the diary for September. This is not
the Japan which I have known in times past.
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Any certain estimate of public reaction in Japan to the Tripartite
Pact with Germany and Italy is difficult for two reasons : (a) the
present strict censorship of the press and control of public utterances,
and (4) the fact that our reliable and important Japanese channeb
of information are in general no longer available, partly because

